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 “While I’ve met some remarkable educators during my 40-year career in education, none 

bring more passion and thought to their vocation than Jack Jose and Krista Taylor. Not only 

are they the epitome of being student-centered, they constantly challenge themselves to 

become better by learning from the young adolescents they serve. Drawing from the 

principles of legendary educator Maria Montessori and applying them to a contemporary 

urban high school setting, their approach transcends traditional pedagogy in a way that is 

profound, personal and engaging. In the process, they don’t just prepare their students to 

master academic concepts—they prepare them for life.” — Mary A. Ronan, superintendent, 

Cincinnati Public Schools, 2009-2017 

 

“The world of education, both public and private, has been derailed by testing and 

expectations that have little to do with creating schools as healthy microcosms of society. 

Schools that realize this create a path for young people to become whole, healthy, and 

compassionate human beings. Jack and Krista are doing that big work and they are doing it 

with a truly diverse population. They are among the most dedicated and brave educators I 

know. They lead with heart and wisdom.” — Marta Donahoe, co-founder of Clark 

Montessori High School, Cincinnati, Ohio and founder and former executive director of 

CMStep, the Cincinnati Montessori Secondary Teacher Education Program 

 

“In these challenging times today we certainly need Angels and Heroes to keep us energized to support dynamic student learning 

and help young people overcome life’s challenges. Whether it is called “grit” or “persistence,” educators need to model the 

positive approach that Principal Jack Jose and Intervention Specialist Krista Taylor have taken in their writing and actions. This 

new book is on my “best reading list” for teachers!” — Rae L. White, Chair, Department of Education, Muskingum University 

 

 

The school accountability movement’s focus solely on improving standardized test scores is dehumanizing. There is no 

standardized child. In the rush to quantify, evaluate, and ostensibly improve the American educational system, we have 

forgotten that education is complicated. Any attempt to distill it into a simplistic measure will fall short – and will 

compromise the nobility of the work. How can teachers continue to do the incredibly challenging work of effective 

education in an environment that can be downright damaging? 

 

Angels and Superheroes provides specific, reproducible practices designed to help teachers cultivate trust and 

compassion, while managing the pressures of the testing movement. With time-proven theories and cutting-edge 

research, this book provides engaging examples, concrete strategies , and implementable resources to support teachers 

in bridging the divide between why they chose this career field – the children, and that which is currently being 

required of them – the test scores. 
 

 
Jack M. Jose became the Principal of Gamble Montessori High School in 2009 after having taught in Cincinnati Public Schools for 14 

years. He earned National Board Certification in Early Adolescent English Language Arts in 1997.  

 

Krista L. Taylor is an intervention specialist and CPS Lead Teacher with a passion for including students with a wide range of 

disabilities. In 2015, Krista was named the Western and Southern Lawrence C. Hawkins Educator of the Year in Cincinnati Public 

Schools. 
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